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July 27: The Chamber of Deputies voted to create the post of prime minister and to ban presidential
reelection. The measures, part of a constitutional reform package, must now be approved by the
Senate. Under terms of the proposal, congress would chose the prime minister from a list of three
candidates submitted by the president. The ban on reelection contains an exception clause under
which the three surviving former presidents Rafael Caldera (1969-1974), Luis Herrera Campins
(1979-1984) and Jaime Lusinchi (1984-1989) could run for president in the future. Slightly more
than half of the deputies participated in the constitutional reform debate. A group of the country's
smaller parties withdrew in protest July 23 after defeat of a proposal to hold a referendum on
whether or not to keep President Carlos Andres Perez in office. In a Caracas press conference,
Ret.Gen. Alberto Muller Rojas suggested that Perez follow the example of former Czechoslovak
president Vaclav Havel and resign in order to save the country from a "potential blood bath."
Muller Rojas recommended that following Perez's resignation, a transitional government should call
elections for a constituent assembly. Muller Rojas added that he would "coordinate civilian, civilized
and peaceful actions" to achieve Perez's resignation. July 30: Former president Rafael Caldera told
a group of Caracas business leaders that if citizens reject the constitutional reforms currently being
considered by congress, within a few months President Perez could follow the example of Peruvian
colleague Alberto Fujimori. Caldera had originally proposed a package of constitutional reforms
which would result in modifications to 70 of the 250 articles in the 1961 constitution. That proposal
included creating the post of prime minister and reforming the judicial and electoral systems. The
Chamber of Deputies has significantly modified the package in recent weeks, resulting in proposed
changes to about 100 constitutional articles. The Chamber also rejected the proposal to convoke a
referendum on reducing Perez's term. Various business leaders, labor organizations, leftist parties
and the governors of 10 of the country's 23 states announced their opposition to the constitutional
reform package under consideration in congress. In a joint statement, the governors demanded that
a "presidential recall referendum" be reinserted into the reform package and that congressional
power to remove regional and municipal authorities from office be revoked. They also proposed
modifications in the current system used for legislative elections. Carabobo state governor Henrique
Salas said the country's 11 governors affiliated with the Democratic Action (Accion DemocraticaAD) party would probably join an eventual campaign for a "no" vote on the reform package if it is
put to referendum. In response, Henry Ramos, leader of the 95 AD representatives in the Chamber
of Deputies, called the governors' threats "irresponsible." July 31: Judges throughout the country
paralyzed the legal system in a one-day protest against a measure in the constitutional reform
package, currently under consideration in the Senate, which would establish a special four-member
tribunal with the power to remove judges suspected of corruption. Caracas judges held a march
from the Supreme Court to the congressional building to demand that legislators modify or reject
the proposed reforms and that judicial system representatives be allowed to participate in the
elaboration of judicial reforms. Aug 2: Dozens of youths took to the streets in Los Teques, 15 miles
south of Caracas, to protest hikes in public transportation fares. The youths threw rocks and bottles
at police, stores and buses and commandeered two buses for several hours. Riot police broke up the
demonstration, and no injuries or arrests were reported. Aug 3: In a telephone interview broadcast
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on a Caracas radio station, Lt. Col. Hugo Chavez, leader of the Feb. 4 attempted coup, said members
of his Revolutionary Bolivarian Movement (Movimiento Bolivariano Revolucionario-MBR) would
take up arms again if drastic changes in the country's political system are not implemented soon.
Chavez referred to the constitutional reform package as a "step backward" since congress is out of
touch with society and is just as "illegitimate as the executive or judicial branches of government."
He said the failed coup was an attempt to "break the system of domination" and to establish the
basis for "profound transformations, in both the politico-juridical and the socio-economic orders."
Caracas newspapers published results from a survey conducted in June at six subway stations in
the capital by the Mercasondeos polling firm. Of the 330 respondents who were given a choice of
either Chavez or Caldera for president, 38.5% chose Chavez, 28.5% chose Caldera and 33% chose
neither. Given a choice between Chavez and Caracas mayor Claudio Fermin, 52.7% chose Chavez,
13.3% chose Fermin and 33.9% neither; between Interior Minister Luis Pinerua and Chavez, 50.9%
chose Chavez, 10.9% chose Pinerua and 38.2% chose neither; and between Chavez and Christian
Democratic COPEI (Comite de Organizacion Politica Electoral Independiente) leader Eduardo
Fernandez and Chavez, 50.6% chose Chavez, 11.5% chose Fernandez and 37.9% chose neither.
(Sources: Inter Press Service, 07/27/92; Notimex, 07/31/92; Agence France-Presse, 07/27/92, 07/30/92,
07/31/92, 08/03/92, 08/04/92)
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